[As of 10-17-2008 these interviews are very raw.  Mary Imrie still has tightening edits she wants applied.]

Below and attached is a transcription of the first interview. Partway through, Mary began complaining of an echo on her line, and so I think that's why there seem to be a lot of incomplete sentences. The second interview is much clearer.

Eric


Eric Martin's Interview with Mary Imrie on MCS

Sept. 18, 2008

 

MI: The fact that this governor is now running for vice president was from Alaska – I got to thinking about the fact that years ago, it was 1964, when I was on the committee for Margaret Chase Smith.

My roommate at Mount ___ was quite a gal, and she was mentioned in most of the books, because she was recognized as very much a part of Margaret Chase Smith's decision. She was Vi Dawson, and that's a name you want to remember. She was a very much "do it" gal, and I'm kind of a slowpoke on things and I have to think things over and all. One night I got this phone call from her, and she said, "Mary," she said, "I saw Margaret Chase Smith." She and I were kind of upset that Goldwater was too bellicose, too much wanting a war, and then Rockefeller was too much a liberal, and then Scranton – we didn't care for him very much.

[Sirens sound]

EM: Sorry about that. I live next to a fire station.

MI: It sounded like someone was coming after you.

She said that she had ... seen Margaret on TV, and she decided to give her a call on the telephone, because she gave such a good talk on the TV. They got to talking, and she said it just kind of led up to naturally .... Margaret had kind of wanted the vice president, previously, and that had come out on the TV. So Vi said, "Well, are you ready to go for president." And Margaret laughed and she said, "Why yes, if anybody would help me." And Vi said, "Well I'll see what I can do here in Illinois."  Because I say, that's the way Vi was. She was on the phone to tell me that she had done that and would I be her top banana, which would be the assistant to her. And so the point is, she had accepted the chairman of Margaret's committee. And Illinois was the first testing place, and in those days the men ... My husband was supportive. I mean, he really thought she was good. She had 25 years in Congress.  Vi was married too, and her husband pitched in. They were kind of funny,  but Vi and I had to get together, and we ended up with 12 women to be on our committee. 

What's that?

EM: Another fire truck.

MI: So we got them all together, and we realized that we had to have Margaret come up to Illinois and we had to make some money, and you know she always wore a rose on her shoulder. 

EM: What ended up being your role in the campaign?

MI: Well I was one of 12, and the main thing that I did was after we got out to San Francisco, which we went to the Cow Palace, where they had the convention. And we had had five phones in Vi's basement. And all the women had times that they took the phones. And on the phones we had to get a chairman from every state in the union for Margaret, and those chairmen were supposed to go on and organize for their states. I had Vermont, and I had Virginia, I think. Each one had to work and get these women, and that was a (inaudible) job, and then meanwhile we had coffees, and I had to help with that, and arrange who was going to have a coffee. And we charged $10 to come into the coffee, and then we would make these plastic roses, we were supposed to be like her rose, and they could buy those, and that would be another ten dollars, and then there would be an addition to give if they could put anything extra wanted to put into it after the coffee. And that's how we started her campaign here in Illinois.

EM: Why have you been thinking about MCS now?

MI: Well, I agreed to keep records. That's why t his has come up again. I took the records and I kept them, but I didn't do anything with them. I thought I had my niece cornered. She was going to Columbia, and I thought she would help me, and I had my three boys and family, and I've got other kinds of work, and I just didn't get around to doing anything with it. And I've had it very heavy on my heavy conscience, but Vi was very nice about everything, she never said anything particularly about it. But I've had a suitcase full of records and tapes and things, with my niece I sent some things up to the museum that I could part with. 

But anyway, we've made enough money with these coffees to be able to pay for the placards and for the things that we needed and for telephones and the telephone bills and other things and extra things. And so Margaret, the only thing she had to do was get the airplane ticket, and that was $85, and so in the books about her you will probably see that she for Illinois only paid $85 to get started. So then we had the primary, and Goldwater people were just kind of laughing and smiling at these crazy women, and they kind of thought that if we got 10,000 votes that that would be great, and do you know how many we got? ... We got a quarter of a million.

EM: How did that make you feel?

MI: It was wonderful. We had Margaret and we had gone downstate, and that was another thing, there I didn't help, some other lady did it, ... there were a good number of places that we had our coffees, and she came up twice to Illinois and stayed a couple of days time and we took her around and she gave her speech and that had to be paid for, so we did that from our charges that we made at the coffees. And so that's how we did our campaign.

Have you seen any of the newspapers? They were just amazed that we got a quarter of a million, and so then the time came to think about going out to San Francisco, and we had our little meetings, sometimes it would get to the point of every day, we were a little afraid about where we were going to stay. One day, I was on phone duty, and it rang, and a Mrs. Smith, no relation to her, out there had been called by somebody else to try to get her to be a chairman, and we had to go through all of these books and volumes of stuff, where you had prominent women or women  who were into federated women's clubs and she was president of it or something, and we tried to talk them into being a chairman or being on a committee. And anyway this lady we contacted before and she turned it down but she decided to call us and offer her house for us to stay in. And so that was how we got a house up on Nob Hill. It was a mansion, I think it was three or four stories and just a beautiful place. We decided to accept her invitation, and that's where we made our headquarters  when we went out, whereas Goldwater was at some hotel and Rockefeller at another one, and we had instead of a cocktail party like all those other guys were having, we had tea parties. We had our tea. And hundreds of people would come, because by this time she was quite a novelty.  

EM: She was getting a lot of attention?

MI: Yeah, she was. And meanwhile, Vi was holding forth and making some rules, and she was telling us that we would have to be back at the mansion by 9:30. And she was trying to manage all of the women that were coming in. We had them sometimes doubling up and all of that. Anyway the women who were invited to those things were the chairmen of different states.

Then any problems we had we had to talk those over at the meetings. Twelve of us were the ones that went around and were the core, even after we were nationalized, after we went national. But frankly, the women who were (inaudible) from other states, some of them did pretty well, but most of them fell down. ...  It just varied, and there was no way, Vi once asked me if , she should, and if I would go with her, go around and visit the ones that were doing the job, but we decided we couldn't do that.

We get out there to California, and here's the convention, and the convention was very much like the one that you watch. The first thing we had to do was be sure that we had a box, and we kind of had to fight for that, but we got one finally that Margaret sat in. I was there, and Vi was there, and we all got in. You had to have tickets and everything. We just had a little bit of struggle every time getting recognized. People didn't take her seriously.  I had to arrange and order some flowers, roses, and we planned to have the roses come down from the ceiling when she was nominated. She was to be nominated, just like these nominations, you know, (deep voice) "Alabama is a wonderful state and so on and so forth and gives 30 votes for Goldwater and so forth." Anyway, so, before that we realized that we also had to get transportation to the Cow Palace from our place, so we got a lady who sat and spent her time running back and forth, and that was something we had to get. 

Another thing, everybody, Goldwater and Scranton and all, they all had trailers, great big ones, and the people could go out and rest in the trailer, and I guess go have a drink or something, and they had a TV inside and the convention going on. ... I don't know where it came from, I don't remember, but I remember we wished we had a trailer. ...And one day here comes a little cabin, and it looks like a cabin, and somebody in Illinois, and I don't remember the details about it ... But somebody sent us a little trailer. It was big enough for a TV, to lay down in, and to sit in. not everybody could fit in it at one time, but six people could fit into it. It was a gift here again ... it was a gift from some lady from a company in Illinois, and I guess they brought it out. That was wonderful. We put ours next to Scranton's, and somebody set fire to Scranton's one night. 

But anyway, so we were talking one day at our meeting, about the fact that they were going to have the voting, and they were going to present it and that day was coming up, and I remember making a crack – it was pointed out that we had no concept of what the states had done. They thought that they might have this number, they might have that number, and they might have none. And I remember we had Senator Aiken from  Vermont, and we had gotten him lined up and he was going to nominate, and I remember making a remark, and Vi picked up on it right away, saying, "Well, Vermont starts with a V, and  what's going to happen up to Vermont? Are we going to be blank? Is it going to be Alabama and the next one and Connecticut and everybody voting for Goldwater. And it's going to be embarrassing." So I put my hand up and voiced this and she looked at me and she said, "Well why don't you do something about that?" I said, "what do you think?" She says, ... "What you have to do is go of course to these cocktail parties and all, and you're talking with them and you're trying to persuade so and so to go your way." And I said, "I wonder if Alaska." It was a brand new state in '64, I wonder if Alaska. And she said, "Oh, well, you can't get Alaska because Rockefeller has given them a free ride down in a private airplane." And I said "Well, let me give it a try. And so we had lists of who were Alaska delegates and who were the different delegates, which we had got from our chairmen. Well anyway, I think, this you will have to check, as to how many Alaska delegates they had, but as I recall it, I think it was five, so I call up all of the Alaska delegates, and so I think that three or four came to breakfast on the money that we had gotten from the sales back home. And I told them how wonderful it was to have them join the United States. And, what does it feel like to be pioneer?. It must be fresh and new and how wonderful it must be to have all this newness to you. And I thought that it probably be a wonderful opportunity if they would nominate a woman. And I could tell that ne of them was real interested and taking in what I was saying. I did the best I could at that. They were supposed to call me back and they didn't call back. And I got very worried and everything and Vi said, "No, if you didn't get anybody, don't worry about it."

 Anyway, the next day when we went to the Cow Palace. We were a little bit late. And you ran in and all around the cow palace was a walkway, and you could see things on the TV. They had the TV outside and then you'd go inside. We were walking in a big hurry and we heard (deep voice), "Alabama, Goldwater, 76 votes," and there were all the cheers – you know how they do. And the next thing was, "Alaska, Margaret Chase Smith, two votes." Woo. Boy that really sure made my day. Then I'll tell you what happened with the rest of them. We got Alaska, two votes, North Dakota, three votes, Ohio, one vote, Washington, one vote, and Vermont, five votes, and Maine, 14. 

The point is too that she ... there was some time when it sounded like Rockefeller might even ask her to run with him. She made up her mind before that, no, if she did it, that she had done so well in Illinois and everything, that she wanted to go all the way. And so, instead of the way that in these conventions around here that they made Hillary take her name down finally in the end and make it unanimous . Margaret stuck with it with her 27 precious votes, two of which were from Alaska. And she stuck with it. She got the second to Goldwater at the convention, and she was quite proud of that. This is just me thinking, but I think Hillary wanted to keep her name at the convention. That's the necessary thing to do for history. That's why I think Margaret did it, too.

My husband finally ended – this is just telling you – ... the three boys, he took care of them and everything, but he couldn't take it any longer, came pounding at the door, and Vi had made this rule that no men could come in after 9:30.  She took control of the house. She didn't have complete control. He was pounding at the door, of course she knew him very well, and she would not let him come in. So, and I didn't know that he was coming. Finally he got tickets and sat way up in the balcony.

 

That's an overall picture of it. 

[Describes Vi and her friendship as "devoted"]

Eric Martin’s (EM) interview with Mary Imrie (MI)

September 21, 2008

MI: Boy have we got stuff for you. 

The suitcase, we went through it. Oh, we’ve got letters from many of the committee … and all the different things that they did, which was amazing. We’ve got the newspaper clippings from the Washington Post and et cetera, decent photographs and the speeches of Aiken, the real speech, the nominating speech, and what else? You’ve got letters from me thanking people and to Margaret and from Margaret and a book signed by Margaret and all of that sort of thing.

You want me to read you some of the letters? … I’d like you to just get the feeling …

…

EM: Tell me about your family history in politics?

MI: My stepmother – my mother died when I was three, and my dad got married when I was six, so she had been like mother. Anyway, she had been in the Massachusetts state legislature for 12 years from Gloucester, and they had asked her to be the Republican nominee and to run for thee national congress in Washington, and so I think it was 1932 when she did. She accepted it, and she also accepted my dad’s proposal, because we lived near Washington, in Alexandria, and if she won, she’d be able just to drive over to Washington back and forth, and if we didn’t win, she’d just be a nice wonderful mother to four children, and she came in. But she gave up her politics when she married my father, but he was with the national chamber, and [she] would help him with his speeches and stuff. But anyway, she knew Margaret Chase Smith, and she knew Margaritte Church, who also was a congresswoman. … And then mother B had been very active in the women’s suffrage, back in 1920 or something like that. You better check these dates. But anyway, we’ve got a picture of Mother B riding in a wagon demonstration of women should have the vote, and also a lot of literature that tells everybody why women shouldn’t have a vote, which was, whoever wrote it really had a thing against women, I guess. Anyway, we won that thing, and then this was of course about 50 years later that Margaret started.

EM: What was your stepmother’s name?

MI: At one time before she got married she was Martha Brooks, from Gloucester, and then she was Martha Brookings. She supported Margaret. She was still living, and she saw Margaret run for it and she was just thrilled. 

EM: Before you and Vi got involved in the Margaret Chase Smith campaign, what was your interest in politics, were you involved at all? Was it something you thought about?

MI: We met each other in Mount Holyoke College. The first president, Ms. Wooley, was very much a suffragette and everything. And you always got a little bit of that at Holyoke. She just was interested in women, thinking that women had as much right to be elected and to be informed. You know this is not at all the Betty Free (??) and that bunch of, what do they call them, women’s rights or something. But Margaret was nothing like that. She just was a very intelligent woman. Oh, one thing that she has in common with the governor who’s running for vice president is that she played on the basketball team that was state champion, which is very similar to what Palin did. 

EM: Just before getting involved with the MCS campaign, were you a Republican?

MI: Frankly, during the war I had three brothers and all the guys that I knew were serving in World War II, so Vi took it very seriously and I did too. In those days, everybody was rolling bandages and doing things, you know. But I must say I voted for Roosevelt, but I basically was brought up kind of conservative, but they didn’t hammer it into you and I ended up voting kind of any way I wanted to. But I generally have been conservative but always listened to the other side. I think I did vote against him. (Roosevelt?) But I didn’t vote for Nixon. Neither did Walter. We didn’t like him. 

EM: Tell me about your relationship with Vi.

MI: We met at Holyoke, and right off the bat, we ran for secretary of our class, and I won.

EM: You ran against each other?

MI: Yeah, ran against each other. And I won. I won that. A little later, we both liked drama, so we had to write a one-act play, and she wrote this one-act tragedy about a bus and how it was hit and everything. And I wrote about an ex beauty queen that had gotten into drugs, and we competed against each other again, which one was going to win the play, because they put on the play at the last quarter, and she won that. So that turned out even. Then we went and transferred to Northwestern, because they had a summer school and we wanted to get through in three years. And we lived in a tower room with five roommates and she and I were roommates and everything. And then she was engaged to this drama guy who was a pilot and he got shot down over _____ and spent the rest of the war in a prison. And then I was interested in Bob ____, which you know about, and he had taken off without me. She ended up marrying a different guy too while this poor guy was sitting in prison in ______. It turned out that it was a good thing she did. Anyway I was her matron of honor and she was my maid of honor, or some way. And, so we just kept up our friendship and she had three kids and I had three kids and they’re all great friends still. And when we had our fiftieth anniversaries, we took a trip to Scotland together, she and her husband and me and mine. And one thing that was very good for this was that her husband was in a printing, he owned a printing company, so a lot of things we were able to save Margaret a lot of money too. She died about five years ago, but  we just had a lasting, wonderful relationship. And then with the husbands liking eachother and everything, it was great.

EM: What was your age when you got into the MCS campaign?

MI: Yeah, you’ve gone around the corner to get to the … I’ll let you figure it out. I was born in 1922, and that’s from … ’64. 

EM: You said that Vi actually spoke to Margaret Chase Smith before you got involved in the campaign. 

Yeah, … . Margaret had considered vice president before. So I’m sure she must of thought at times about the presidency. She was on television one night, and I wasn’t making strawberry jam the way that lady [in a letter] was, but I was doing something about the house and the phone rang and Vi was on the phone and she told me that she had come across Margaret … . I mean, my mother knew her. My mother who had been in politics a little bit, as I told you, had known about Margaret and even met her a couple of times, you know. So, I had thought she was interesting but it didn’t occur to me that anybody would be rooting her for president. I mean I just had heard my mother speak of her. But anyway, Vi had gotten it on the television, and evidently there was some kind of thing and politics were mentioned and so forth, and Margaret was just talking about what she believed in as a Senator. And, then Vi evidently asked her if she’d ever thought about doing anything further, you know. And Margaret evidently said back to her, “Well yes, but I’d have to get started,” and then Vi – she sent a couple of people into politics here in Illinois, old boyfriends of hers and things like that. And so, she immediately said, “Well maybe we could get somebody together here in Illinois.” That was how it got started. But she called, me – we were so close as friends that I think I was the first person she talked to afterwards. I think I probably told her I’d have to think about it. But anyway, when I did think about it I thought it’d be a lot of fun, but I had to ask Walter if he’d think I was crazy. And he thought it was a good idea. He liked her too. And Vi, her husband, as I told you, he was in the printing business. He really got into it. 

EM: What eventually was going through your mind when you decided to get on board?

MI: It was just, and I am not so bound up that I won’t take a step where I don’t think … I thought it would be very interesting, and I really believed in it. I believed in Margaret. I mean, I wouldn’t have gone for any of these bra burning women. That had nothing to do with it. She really was a lovely lady. And she had a younger man that we all wondered about. I think, I don’t know whether he was gay or what was going on. 

EM: Was this her chief of staff?

MI: Bill.

…

EM: Did you think it was time for a woman to be president?

MI: Frankly, yes. Holyoke and the high school that I had gone to, all of them were girls schools, and frankly my mother being like she was and my father being very accepting of, I mean he’d been married to the other mother that died had gotten into the League of Nations when she was pregnant with me. She was very interested in the League of nations and went over to some kind of a meeting over in Europe. Dad was very flexible, or whatever you’d want to call it, understanding of women, and he didn’t try to  … he didn’t think he was any much  more … He went to Harvard and had a law degree from there and everything, but he still didn’t think he was any brighter than any one of my mothers, who went to Wellesley. I just wasn’t brought up in a family that thought women couldn’t do it, but we hadn’t proved it. Vi was, I don’t know, her father was very understanding too. But she had come up with a mother who had been helped by the Salvation Army on the streets of Chicago. And their father, he was just a wonderful, but not educated particularly, wonderful guy who built up a printing business. 

EM: Did you think that it could happen? Did you think that America was ready to elect a woman?

MI: I didn’t let myself think about that. No, I think when we went to work, we worked so hard, Eric, and when you get these things you are going to be amazed, because we were up late at night and we were calling and calling people and trying to get support and all that kind of stuff, and having to work with the little stuff like the plastic roses and the money and all that kind of stuff. We wouldn’t have done it if we hadn’t really believed, and if we really hadn’t though Margaret … it’s like kind of like this governor for the Republicans. They really believe in her. Margaret, she was a lady. She wasn’t snooty and she was from Maine, and she did all of those Mainey things. What’s the name of that place, Shehogan or something, some peculiar name and everything. Margaret really went up by working at it. When she had her first big meeting, after her husband died, the clothes she wore came under criticism of the nasty women (inaudible) down in Washington, and so after that, boy she evidently got her, and we all noticed it, she got herself a somebody who really knew clothes and really knew color and knew how high her heels should be, and where her dress. And she had real good looking legs so she was showing them off all the time. 

EM: Tell me about what you thought about her positions.

MI: We really  had gotten a little tired of the man from Wisconsin, who was very suspect and who went in and went against who he thought was Communistic, and he began really making lists of who he thought was communist and all, and I remember Walt and I thought that some of the people on his lists were very peculiar. They were liberal, you know, but it was awful. There is nothing worse than accusing somebody of something when you don’t know what you’re talking about, or if it’s a downright lie. Anyway, so when she gave her conscience … declaration of conscience, she really went after him. And see, there she was an absolute maverick because she was Republican, and a lot of people didn’t like that. She alienated Ike. Ike wasn’t particularly fond of her. And Mrs. what’s her name … Luz … the wife of the newspaper people … Clare Booth Luz (???). She alienated a lot of the Republicans of her own party, but she didn’t care particularly. She tried to straighten it out and everything. We admired that. That was where we all heard about her, and we thought that was great. And then of course we felt that … My husband liked Rockefeller pretty well. I didn’t care for him, and I didn’t like Goldwater at all, because he was a warmonger. He wanted to go to war. We would have ended up at war back then. But anyway, the maverick part of her probably did a good deal to keep our votes at the national convention down. Anyway, be that as it may that’s again whether you want somebody who does what they really believe in, or whether they are patsying around all the time, and she did not patsy. 

EM: What about her views on civil rights?

MI: She was all for them. She wanted positions for the as they called them negroes then. She was ahead of her time on those matters.

EM: Tell me about the beginning, when you and Vi started the campaign.

MI: We had a meeting that got organized and we decided to get Margaret up to Illinois.  How we were going to get her there … I think I was the one that suggested the roses, charging ten dollars a rose. You’ll get a  whole bunch of coffee invitations, and everyone at this committee had the promise to call 10 of their friends, and we just got the coffees going, and pretty soon we were having coffees all over the place, and we had auctions. We got the money, not Margaret. 


EM: Why did you choose the roses?

MI; I had known. That’s one of the things I had noticed about her. She always had this red rose on. Well that was just a thing to make her stand out a little bit. But she never went to congress without a rose on her. 

EM: Did you buy the roses? Did you make the roses?

MI: Yeah, we made them. These were little plastic roses, and we had to cut the end off and make them up. Then we had those, and we sold them at the coffees, and then we had … all the printed cards, and we had pretty nice cards because Murray, Vi’s husband, could print up all the cards. We kept it very nice, and Margaret came up and she only had to spend the $85. Somewhere she spent up to a thousand. That really I think was it.

EM: What kind of people came to the coffees?

MI: These were all our friends. You see, everybody called 10, and then asking the 10 to call their 10 and to call their 10, and you figure it out with your calculator how many you’d get. And then the word began spreading and when the vote came, there was the vote. 

EM: How many coffees do you think you held?

MI: Oh I wouldn’t be able to [say]. They got beyond me. I have some pictures of, we turned our garage, we got the cars out of it and hung flowers in it and everything and had an auction and got rid of some antiques and things, and I had about 200 people come and buy there. I remember we made a lot of money. 

EM: I read that you were meeting in Vi’s basement.

MI: Yeah, that’s where we had at least five telephones down in the basement. And I think there was more than telephones, because there would just be women sitting all around, and you see, we went and had to … We were there during Illinois, but the big thing with the telephone was, and boy we had big expenses, was calling all over the states and trying to get the chairmen, you see, to be chairmen in each state and organize it. And they had to organize like, and they would organize a little bit on the same pattern that we had, but most of them would do what they could. And they didn’t, unfortunately, not all of them did a lot. That would be something that you’d have to improve on. There was no way. It said here that Vi went up to Washington in that letter that I read you, Washinton state. Well it was wonderful though a lot of the women, you see, they were in organizations, and the Women’s club, the Federated Women’s Club and the Zantas (???) and all those kind of things, and we had to get all kinds of big books, getting the names of these people, and you’ll see when you get this stuff how hard it was to do. And we were down there in that basement till night sometimes.

EM: How were you persuading people to get on the side of MCS? What was the pitch?

MI: The pitch was that she had had twenty three years of congress, and that she really knew what she was all about, and a lot of the men didn’t care for McCarthy. Wisconsin is  right next door to us, you know. And they liked her for that, but beyond that I think there was a feeling in the ones who tried to be fair and everything, I think they really thought that what we were running was worthwhile, it wasn’t somebody that hadn’t … . She had experience in the war, she had all of that. There will be some letters that will come that will tell you publicity and the stuff that we put out. 

EM: There was another group that claimed to be the campaign for MCS, one led by Lewis Morgan. 

MI: We’ve got a letter here from him. He worked too, but he wasn’t the chairman of the … He wasn’t sitting in the box, I don’t think. 

EM: His group wanted her to be vice president.

MI: I think he was running for something too. I think I might be wrong. 

EM: Letter says she’s not running for president, but for vice president.

MI: That was all wrong, and she didn’t like that at all. 

EM: She always said she is running for president, not for vice president.

MI: That’s right, and she wouldn’t take her name off of the , you know when the roll call came at the convention, she left her name on so that they didn’t have, the way the do it now, you saw it done, where they make it unanimous. So we had our 27 votes.

EM: Did your group ever encounter any problems with the Lewis Morgan group of supporters?

MI: Indeed we did, and we had to battle them with who was it … We weren’t even sure we were going to get a seat. We were supposed to have a box, because we were a nominee. And I was not a part of getting that box, but they had to work that out. We finally all of us did sit in the box.

EM: Margaret Chase Smith repeatedly said I’m not going to spend money, I’m not going to have an organization, and I’m not going to miss any votes in Congress. Did that make things hard for your group?

MI: No, that just made us proud of her. She just felt it was very necessary to be there for the vote. That was one of her big toots.

EM: Why did that make you  proud of her?

MI: Well, we just felt that that’s real government, representation of the people, the vote. 

EM: She eventually did come out to Illinois. Tell me what that was like?

MI: We met her and had the placards and she was welcomed, and we had made arrangements for speeches down south from Chicago, which is important because the southern vote isn’t the same as the big city. And we had the coffees and she would appear at the coffees, and so she went around the coffees and then it was kind of a committee of cars. Men would be sometimes driving her downstate. And you’ll get all of that. 

EM: What kind of things do you remember her saying at these coffees?

MI: Well, you mean about taxation and things like that?

EM: Whatever was memorable to you, whatever you think was important that she said or that she did while she was campaigning around Illinois.

MI: Well, you see, when she was here she was trying to get the number of votes in the primary. So Goldwater was the big thing, and then Scranton and Rockefeller, and she would have things. She wasn’t as nasty as they are getting now. They weren’t because they just thought she was kind of cute or something. And so they weren’t too hard on her. She just caught them all by surprise, because it was about in the thousands what Goldwater thought we were going to get, and we got way up there. … It was a quarter of a million. 

EM: When she came to Illinois, did you get a chance to meet her?

MI: Oh yeah, sure. She knew me. 

EM: What do you remember about her that was memorable from your face-to-face interactions?

MI: Well, she was always most appreciative of all the effort, what was going on. She knew us all by name pretty well, and seemed to make an effort to do that. 

EM: Did meeting her reinforce your believe that here is a woman that’s ready to be president?

MI: Absolutely. She just was so gracious and dressed so beautifully after I told you that she got a lot of criticism when she appeared at something or other, I can’t remember. That was before my time. But after that she always was in a gorgeous, a really, anyway just lovely suit or something or other and the rose on it. Always a fresh rose, she never had a beat up one. So, that was about it. 

EM: What was your reaction when you found out what the vote count was? 

MI: Oh, you can imagine. My reaction was just like our reaction now about the Cubs. You know, you want jump in the air. We were so surprised. We really would have been grateful for, I mean, I would have been grateful for 25,000. I really would of. I wouldn’t let myself think of it in that way. I don’t know how to tell you how I thought, because I really was sincere. It wasn’t that I was going for a fallen cause or something or other. It was always very up and up. The other ladies, I found the picture, that I was wanting to show you. We had some pretty interesting gals. They were always kind of upbeat. We would have to sit and paint out the placards that we carried when we greeted her, you know, and whenever we had to march. That we did not have the chance to get printed, particularly. I have one that is printed, and I have a couple of buttons tat we had – we had buttons made. … I don’t seem to have as many as I thought I did. But I have three or four of them. 

EM: What do you remember about the reaction of people out where you were, out in the Chicago area, to the vote count?

MI: They were just absolutely floored. They really couldn’t believe it. They were trying to find out – I don’t think they got very far – they didn’t do much about it, but they were wondering if something was funny a little bit. And there wasn’t anything funny. They just could not believe it. It spread out the Post and everything and all of these papers down in Washington waiting to hear about and see the thing.  

….

(Confirms that Ruth Baxter, whose papers are in the MCS library box, was in the group.)

EM: Did you have a title in the campaign? A specific responsibility?

MI: We didn’t particularly go for the titles, except for Vi. And when we got national, somebody had to be the head of it, and so that was the way we did it. But we had committees, and I was on the … I had to watch the money and figure out how we were going to get the … and all. I don’t remember being chairman of it or anything. And then I had to make the call to get people in other states by the time we were going. We had to come together and vote whether we were going to … After Illinois, we had to get together and decide whether we were going to go to San Francisco or not. Like I told you the other night, we were a little bit hesitant because we didn’t know where we would stay, and we didn’t want to get into the … and sometimes it would get awfully expensive and how would you … 48, 50 women who were chairmen were going to come and all, and the hotels and stuff, and they were all filled up. So there was a time when we were really wondering whether we should make it national.

EM: How did you decide to do that?

MI: Well, all of a sudden, there came a telephone call from a Mrs. Smith. I told you about that. She had a house that was going to be vacant on Nob Hill. And it turned out to be an absolute beautiful mansion, and you can see from these pictures, just gorgeous. I don’t know … I can’t remember how many women stayed there but it seemed to me that at least we had half of them.

EM: Were you renting or did she donate it?

MI: No, she was Mrs. Smith and she was all for Margaret. She was not a relative or anything, but that was how the … And then I told you about the little trailer that we had to get, so that we could take a respite you know, a break from the noise and all and stuff out in the convention hall. And I told you that it was a little Illinois log cabin, and I can’t remember … I wish I could find out who was chairman of that or how that arrived. And it arrived I think a day late, but after it started but it came on time, I mean, it was on the way, and we got to use it.

EM: How many of the Illinois group made it to San Francisco.

MI: I’m not sure. … I don’t think many did.

EM: Did you all have to pay your own way?

MI: Oh yeah, and I think that’s why we didn’t have a lot. No, I think, you’ll have to look through this to see how many came out there. Not many but I know, there’s even one that I can think of, OTF or something or other. It was from somewhere else. She stayed with us. When we got out there, there were about 20 or 25 of us a lot of women in that mansion, and I don’t know where the other … and then we got a relative of Walter’s and mine taking us to and from the Cow Palace. And that was another  … and I got here. Everybody just kind of … I mean it was just kind of a loose … I mean, Vai would have her things that she wanted to mention and we’d each bring them up, anything that was bothering us, like the lady with the roses and so forth, and she just have these little meetings. We always had a meeting in the morning, the first thing. And the rules … She had these rules that were supposed to uphold the standards of Margaret.

EM: What kind of rules?

MI: Well that everybody … The place had to be cleared at 9:30. No men in there after 9:30. And that you had to dress properly and that was about it. But she had to deal with some, I can’t remember who or why or what or anything, but there was one time that there was somebody that if she didn’t shape up she was going to have to leave. 

EM: It sounds like Vi was quite a leader.

MI: She was. She really was. 

EM: Tell me about her personality. How did she act as a leader?

MI: Her major in college was drama, and she was a wonderful … She was involved in TV here when it was brand new, and she was a church worker. And she was all the time having missionaries come in and stay at her church, and all of our meetings had a moment of silent prayer, as I recall. If something that very challenging came up, she would tell us in a very loose way, everybody take care of this and pray about it. And that was about it, and she was happily married for 50-some years and had some wonderful kids. … 

At my house, the collie dog had puppies while I was gone, and my boys were behaved and everything, but Walter eventually as I said finally came out unannounced to San Francisco and sat way up in the balconies. It was the only place where I could get him a seat. 

EM: He came out unannounced?

MI: Yeah, he came out unannounced.

EM: How did you found out?

MI: I heard him banging on the door downstairs and it was ten o’clock and Vi wouldn’t let him in. She explained to him, “If I let you in, at 10:30 I have to let another man in and another man in and another man and I’m not going to do it.” I don’t know that you need to know all of that anyway. So he went to a hotel that night and I saw him the next morning. 

EM: Among your group, what was the mood like at the convention?

MI: It’s a mood of expectation in the air. Everybody was wondering how many votes we were going to get. And we got 27, and I think I … I don’t know … I have where they came from. But it was very exciting any time any vote was given to Margaret. You were asking me, how did people take it out here? Well,l we had some very dear friends by the names of Dean, and Sammy Dean who was president of this village of Oak Brook where we lived at the time and he was the first president. He was very much a Republican and actually a very close friend of Goldwater. And so he was always making cracks at me, and thinking I was very liberal because Margaret was on the other side of Goldwater and everything, and so help me, when the march started and Margaret’s name was put on and everything, we went up and … You know, you marched at the time, and we did, and they were playing her song and roses and so forth. As I passed the Illinois … He was an Illinois delegate for Goldwater, and when I passed he put his foot out to trip me up. 

EM: In jest?

MI: He did it in a backhanded … If I had fallen it wouldn’t have been funny. We used to have dinner with them and they’d come over to our house and we go over to their house but he was … And she secretly donated some money to Margaret’s campaign.

EM: Tell me a little bit more about how people at the convention reacted to MCS’s taking it to the end.

MI: They didn’t like that. Because they wanted to have it unanimous. I’m sure they didn’t, and then I maybe didn’t tell you about Edwards. He was a black congressman. I think he was a senator, and we didn’t … Somehow or another I can remember sitting somewhere and he sat near me and we got to talking and he said, “You’re for Margaret,” and he said, “Are you serious?” And I said, “Yes I am serious.” And I said, “someday … And I remember saying back to him something about how someday maybe you can be serious and you can do it. And he said, “Maybe, who knows?”  But he was very nice. I don’t know what happened to him. He kind of was sympathetic, or maybe empathetic is what I mean. (inaudible) black (inaudible). He was unusual. There weren’t many of them then, I can tell you. And so maybe he just saw the similarity between the women and the … I mean, it’s an amazing thing to have an older guy, a black, and a woman and a what else, a Mormon. It really is exciting.

EM: Tell me a little bit more about the kind of campaigning that you and the other women did while at the convention.

MI: Well, the people in each state had mostly taking care of … See, we were Illinois mostly. That’s what we really were. But then we stretched into the national, but you see the chairmen, and I read you from the lady in Washington, you know, and all. They were supposed to be taking care of getting the delegates from their states. And I don’t know how I got this Alaska thing, but with Aiken who was from Vermont, we were sure of him going to be giving the nomination speech. But it really bothered me that Vermont was at VWXYZ, down at the end, and we would be in that same old business of being ignored. And so, all I remember was I went to breakfast with these delegates and I can’t remember how many they were, but I haven’t gone through absolutely everything I’ve got here, and it should be in here, but any way we ended up with it looks like two votes, which is at the very beginning. So we were established.

EM: What did you say to the Alaskans?

MI: Well I just told them that it was wonderful having a new state. It was their first convention. And that it must be thrilling to do that and to know that you’re pioneers. I know that I emphasized pioneers, and that that enabled them to think big and new and fresh and everything, and that an experience-qualified woman might be just the thing, but of course I knew that Rockefeller had given them an airplane ride down from Alaska. I knew that, and I really think they were pretty courageous (inaudible)  voting for Margaret. 

EM: Any other memorable experiences at the convention?

MI: I remember that somebody had to get that, I remember who it was now it came to me, it was Dirksen form Illinois. We have a letter here saying that he was so sorry that he wasn’t able to get a box for us. And imagine! Imagine the nerve of that guy! Us with a quarter of a million votes, I don’t know. But anyway, he was sure somehow that we were going to get one. 

EM: You said you eventually did get one.

MI: Yeah we did. Here’s a horrible cartoon that Gordon just gave me. …

EM: Tell me a little bit about when you first heard about the Alaska votes for MCS. How did that make you feel?

MI: I was just thrilled because it at least put us on the thing. We got some more votes. You know, the place was again really astonished. Because this was the first time … There wasn’t anything like that. There weren’t any women that had done that. At the end, when Margaret Chase Smith was announced as getting two votes or something, they were very, very nice. They would clap and stuff. At first, it was just kind of that they were astonished.

EM: After you were heading home from the convention, what did you think about your experience there?

MI: Definitely I began to feel that we had a … it’s like my husband used to talk about, getting a camel’s nose into the tent. I felt definitely that the camel had gotten the nose into the tent. The better way to saying that would be that we had gotten our toe into the water, that this was the beginning. And it was, for whatever her name is and certainly Hillary. You’ve got to give her credit. I mean, she’s picked up and she almost touched it. But she isn’t the kind of person that Margaret was. I admire Hillary, but I don’t think I’d ever vote for her. I know she’s experienced, I think.

EM: What do you think about the way MCS’s presidential run is remembered now?

MI: Well, you see, if any of us had been real professionals we would have carried on and made sure that books were written and (inaudible) our children anyway (inaudible). Soccer mom maybe. The women were (inaudible) The women that came in when we went national – some of them were very professional. But the Illinois women, they weren’t businessy or professional. They could make a raspberry jam, and so I don’t knowhtat it made any of them run for office or anything. 

EM: (Reads quote from MCS speech about her campaign opening the door for women to run after her.) 

MI: There’s the maverick in her, I mean the gentle maverick. … 

EM: Do you think she accomplished that goal?

MI: Absolutely. Yeah, I sure do, but I think that well it’s a shame that right away the books didn’t get written. … But you see if had antagonized so many of the Republicans as a maverick, and when she ran for reelection she didn’t get it. She was in her 70s, and a woman in her seventies doesn’t seem to be considered like McCain. And I saw her, I had lunch with Vi and one other, I don’t know who else I can’t remember, but she came to Chicago, and she was not well. I mean, she seemed very frail, and she was broken-hearted – I know about that. So it was kind of too bad, but on the other hand she and Bill was a wonderful support to her. I hadn’t mentioned him but he really helped her to get through these periods of discouragement a little bit, but she didn’t show it when she was out. It’s not just us, but the people really seemed to feel it. I think Mitchell was the one that beat her. They mentionied age somewhere. 

EM: You said you drew some similarities between the current vice presidential candidate on the Republican ticket and MCS. Tell me a little bit about that. 

MI: First of all she was a great basketball player. That’s number one. Number two: she just was a normal, well her husband was, you know, a congressman, and he was a little different from this governor’s husband, but still he was an awfully high middle class, maybe, and Margaret was … They both seemed smart as the dickens. When they make a mistake they’ll have it corrected, quick. Don’t mess around with it. And yet they were not so egotistical that they couldn’t make a mistake, that they thought that they couldn’t. And I think this lady seems to be doing as well as she can, but Margaret and she both have women, other women, to contend with, and let me see if I can think of any more. She was gracious, and this lady’s gracious, and very open, both of them. I think that’s about all I can think of.

EM: You drew a distinction between MCS and the “bra burning” feminists. Why was that important to you?

MI: I don’t know. I guess it’s just that it’s a normal thing to be a standard that you feel to be worthwhile. I mean, I don’t waste much time thinking about the bra-burning bunch but if they ran for president I don’t think I’d vote for them. She could go with some ideas that at the time were not particularly approved. The lesbians wanted to come to our teas you know. And the question came up, what in the world to do with that. And in those days there was a big question. And she said, “Sure.” She said, “Welcome them.”

EM: Did they end up going?

MI: Yeah, they were at the teas. We had hundreds of people come to sit to tea, so we couldn’t really recognize who was what, but we knew that they were coming. 

Eric Martin interview with Mary Imrie

Sept. 25, 2008

 

MI: The only thing that I was hoping – and I think we're still doing it – is focusing on … because the only thing I know about it is from the standpoint of the ladies. And yes, that's kind of corny, and it's ... but it's a different approach than the … well, the approach that analyses, you know, why and what and all of that. And I think you don't have to lose that, and I think you want all the facts, but if we can quiet them a little bit and keep the focus on the 12 or the 10 or the whatever you want to call it. You see, some of the ladies didn't go on to San Francisco.

 

EM: The list says that there were 10 that went.

 

MI: That's one of them. That's one book. They're talking about … Mary Belle Bower, for example, did not go on to San Francisco, and we had to pay for our own things … trip out there. It was quite complicated and they were … We were quite wondering where we were going to stay and what was going to happen out there. Anyway, so some of them didn't go, but the ones that went … So that's why you have that discrepancy. Anyway, I had … I was thinking about this. Now this is just strictly presenting it to you as a title of a kind of a feeling I have about it. And it's all from the point of view of the committee. 

 

EM: Gordon said he showed you the book that I found with the chapter on the campaign that had the description of what this writer thought was you group's relationship with the Lewis Morgan group. Did he show you that?

 

MI: Yes, he did. And I guess knew he could sense from me that there was something wrong with Lew, and I could barely remember because think about it. But we had problems with him, but understandably. He was a political guy, a small political guy, with his opinion, and he was very … He did some very helpful things for us, but he was exasperated when Margaret would say she had to get back to roll call, you know, and she'd cancel and he'd make his connections. He was in the state legislature, and so he would get exasperated with us and with her and all, and I can't remember … I was never in on the, other than hearing Vi, you know, say … but it wasn't real ugly. We would [inaudible] most of it by ourselves, but if we had to use him … and I think he was the one that helped us get the box and things like that. He definitely … but he was … that was the way I recall it and I don't remember too much about it because I wasn't in on it. 

 

EM: I was listening to one of the cassettes that Gordon sent me and in that cassette you mentioned that at the California convention, even though MCS got 30% of the Republican votes, none of the Illinois delegates voted for her.

 

MI: Well, see, that tape was made,  oh gosh, 20 years ago, a long time ago. And I was a lot fresher than I am today. What did I say?

 

EM: You expressed a little bit of frustration that even though MCS won so many votes in Illinois that the Illinois delegates, because …

 

MI: Oh I remember that now – what you're talking about. See, … to this day I don't really understand the process of delegate selections and all, but I sure thought that if we got a third of the thing that we would have got a third of the votes, but they don't follow up on it, so … And so, you're right, I wondered about that, and I know some of the other ladies did, too, but that's the way it still is. 

 

EM: Winner take all.

 

MI: Yeah, but I think the delegates can change. I think that they can at least … Yeah, I know that some of them could change, because some of them did.

 

EM: Do you remember if your group tried to persuade them to vote for MCS at the convention.

 

MI: Oh yeah, we all did. When we went to these cocktail parties and all of these things, and they were doing the same thing to us. "Oh but you really should vote for Rockefeller," or, "You should vote for Goldwater." It's a funny thing. Well, listen, let me divert a minute and say here are some of the titles that I thought could be, which might give a view, something or other. "Trail to Cow Palace." "Ready or not." "Give it a try." "Trip to Cow Palace." I think the Cow Palace , you see, is where we stopped, and somehow that could maybe be put into the thing, but the point is I just thought that could help narrow it down. Gordon has this scholarly … You know, he wants all the facts and all the whys and the wherefores, and I think we should have all the facts, but all I mean is to quiet them down.  … The core, or the focus, [is] the women because the books all are books, and they have all the thing given in a scholarly way and a factual way, and this is just kind of funny and a simple and kind of, at least that's the way I saw it. I'm not going to be disappointed if you all get off on a scholarly stuff, but this is my suggestion that this gives a little new slant on it, and I don't think it will be a best seller, or anything like that, but it would just give a new thing and I think would be interesting in the museum as different. You see what I mean?

 

EM: That's the story that we have access to. … And all these letters in the suitcase are great, too, describing the experiences.

 

MI: That's exactly what I thought, and I love the way you put that article about Bob and me together and that's why it seemed to me that you'd be just the one to understand that you can have something kind of simple, but it's fun, and it's not going to appeal to everybody, and I think that the facts have to be corrected, like I knew we charged something for them all to come in you know, and I think I told you $10. Well, no, it turned out – what was it a dollar or two dollars. ... But that, that kind of a fact we ought to correct and that's when the books are very helpful. Whereas, I had a ... I think we had all of us, we knew about Margaret having this problem and that problem, and I was very aware that she made it difficult  for Vi sometimes by cancelling things and doing a challenge to us all when she said how much money she was going to spend. I remember we were shocked that night. Then we just got in harder to sell our roses and help her.

 

EM: You weren't discouraged?

 

MI: No, I don't remember that, discouragement. We did not feel ... I mean, it wasn't hanging over us that we're not going to win this thing. I mean I think it was self-deception, or something or other, but we went at as though we were going to win. The husbands were wonderful, they really were. Although, some of them I'm sure voted for Goldwater. Even in our group I think some of them dropped out and didn't come out to California maybe because they were very much for Goldwater, but they had done it just for a lark. 

 

EM: Back at the convention ... were  you and the other women disappointed that a third of the Illinois delegates didn't go Margaret's way?

 

MI:  We were thinking that just wasn't fair, because if we got a third of the vote ... but it's because we didn't understand the politics of it, and I think we all got explained when we went out there, because when you think it through, that wouldn't, some of the delegates ... It just didn't seem fair, and it still doesn't as far as I'm concerned. I mean, what the dickens? Why do you have these primaries and all? But that's a lost battle. 

 

EM: When Vi first proposed to you the idea of MCS for president, and when she had that conversation with MCS, do you remember when that was?

 

MI: No, Eric, all I know is that she had heard a television program, and that she was just this way: Even if she didn't know anybody or anything, she was the kind that would not hesitate to just pick up the phone and call him. I think that, though, that she ... I had, anyway, had ... All I had known was Margaret Chase Smith through my mother, who I told you had run for Congress – my step mother I'm talking about – and I knew that my mother was from Massachusetts and of course Maine is up there, and they were both just Yankee ladies, and of course Margaret was a Republican and my mother was a Republican and mother had hoped to get into congress, and Margaret had. So mother thought the world of her. But anyway, I knew her through ... So Vi and I, we talked about good intelligent women who were doing a little more than the usual and all, but we hadn't – I hadn't anyway – thought of her, and Vi had heard her on the TV on some TV program, and then she called me the minute she had hung up. 

 

EM: I know that MCS announced that she would run in the NH primary in January of 1964. ... I guess I'm just trying to place that conversation in relation to that time.

 

MI: I can't help you, I guess we had certainly had the impression, at least I did, because we had to call all of those women in the different states, and none of them had ever been contacted that I know of, and that includes New Hampshire. Now, New Hampshire is up there by Maine and it may have been that she, Margaret, had been thinking about it before. Probably, if she went on some program that involved her talking about Goldwater and her ... I don't know. Maybe she had that in mind, but I know that by the time we had contact with her it was through the whole way, she and Vi had talked about that, and that she wanted to go the whole way, and I think it was maybe she had it in mind because she had talked with Claire Booth Luz (???) about vice president, but this business of president, by the time she reached us, that was what she wanted to do, and that's what we agreed to. She didn't want anything less either. And I know that during, when we were out in San Francisco, that Rockefeller, they were talking about Rocky, but we all thought he was too much, and I think that Scranton even thought that she ... I mean, she was very well respected in kind of, but not everybody liked her ... Declaration of Conscience. Some of the people believed that the Communism extreme, ... I mean, that was so extreme. I mean, there were people that were completely innocent and he'd get after them and ruin them. Some people thought that was ... Most of people thought that was pretty brave and courageous and wonderful, but it was against ... for a long time anyway it was against the Republicans what they were going on. Because Goldwater was very much that these Communists were all going to get us. Now did you come across Dirksen's letter?

 

EM: I did. I don't remember what it said.

 

MI: I think he was the one that if there's a letter from him, there is some kind of a letter that mentions getting us seated in a box. Was it about that?

 

EM: ... No. (It's an explanation of why Illinois delegates are not pledged to MCS but could vote for her.)

 

MI:  There was one that kind of gave us a ... maybe we wouldn't get a box or something. And I remember we had to do some scurrying around but I don't remember how we got it tied down.

 

EM: I looked here, I don't see a second letter from him. You did mention that Lewis Morgan was running for something, and I did find his campaign material for his own campaign.

 

MI: You see, he didn't want to be thought. He was a nice guy, there wasn't anything wrong with ... He was exasperated, I can understand why. But he couldn't ... He had to think about his own campaign. He couldn't be thought foolish, and he was ... and then there was the danger of being thought you were a little out of your mind trying to get a woman for president. That was there.

 

EM: Back at the convention, I was reading Ruth Dobson's letter. She describes the theme at the convention as being very contentious. Could you tell me about what it was like at the convention? Was there a lot of arguing?

 

MI: By today's standard it was not bad. But as I told you, even with us, that guy, a very dear friend of mine was a delegate. I told you about Sammy Deane (??). He was the first mayor of Oak Brook, the town that we lived in at the time, which is next door to La Grange. I told you about it. He put his foot out to trip me up. He was that much for Goldwater. He was that much for Goldwater, but ... And there were times that we felt that they interfered with us. They pulled the typical political tricks. I never did quite figure out what ... We had such trouble with the roses and stuff. Of course, you'd immediately think that maybe the Goldwater people did it. You don't know it, though. I'm quite sure they did. They made it as hard for us as possible. Then there was booing sometimes, you know, at speeches, and ... well, I can't remember exactly. Rockefeller didn't like the Goldwater people and all, and dirty tricks. You know, little things like having people come in to your tea party that really weren't for Margaret, that weren't really interested and they'd go around and talk to the other people about how crazy this was, you know. And then one of the things that I didn't tell you about, I forgot about. There were a lot of Middle East people, somehow, over there – at least, I got involved with them. And they're the same Middle East that we're dealing with now. And they were very negative, you know. I can remember sitting in the dark with some newspaper from one of those countries and he was delving into why woman would want to do and so forth negatively, but I don't remember who it was particularly. One thing that I really was really fighting at first about it was when there was somebody that really set the fire. The Scranton people didn't know who. You probably came across it, didn't you? There was a fire out there under the trailer, under Scranton's trailer. I had seen a suspicious person in the afternoon, and I really had, and I was going to reported. I don't think I ever ... maybe I did. I don't remember whether I really carried out on seeing him, but I wouldn't have been able to describe them or anything else. But there was no question in my mind that somehow or another Scranton was getting it ... did get it.

 

EM: What made you feel this person was suspicious?

 

MI: He was just ... I remember he was in a strange place, whether he was between Scranton's trailer and the walls of the Cow Palace. He was just in a strange place. But I was getting ready to go into the Cow Palace, and you had these ramps that went up to the side of the door. Anyway, and I didn't take it in. It's one of those things that you think of afterwards, after the fact, you know, that you saw somebody. I just tell you this because I do think that there were some serious likes and dislikes.

 

EM: Throughout the campaign, from Illinois all the way up to San Francisco, do you remember how the media treated MCS?

 

MI: The Illinois primaries, and then it was always very exciting when you had the newspaper coming to take our picture, and I think Gordon sent you a couple of the San Francisco papers. They were nice, but the other thought, wait a minute, I have it at the back of an envelope while I'm thinking of it, is the word one title, "Surprise." Or "Why not?" or "Why not now?" "Wait no longer." "No Longer Wait." "Try time."  And "Why not?" Anyway, it was all that kind of feeling, you know, surprise that this woman. It was more, Illinois you see with our thing. Though we did get all the people and get things started in the states the best we could, but that was Margaret's weak point. But Vi did go out to Washington. Remember? And she helped things get started out there. I can't remember if we ended up with any delegates from Washington. 

EM: Do you remember – before the Illinois primary – whether the newspapers were taking her seriously, or were they disregarding her?

 

MI: No they were disregarding her pretty much. It was an uphill thing until we got that 200,000 votes. And then they were, even the papers that had been sceptical, were supportive. At least, I don't remember whether we had to go after them too much then at all, but in the beginning we had to do all the calling around and getting the appointments and stuff and trying to get them to come, but they were coming in San Francisco.

 

EM: Was it different then? Were the newspapers taking her more seriously ahead of San Francisco?

 

MI: No, they just thought it was curious – it was interesting. It was, there was not any big support particularly. It was OK. And you see she ended up with her 27 votes at the Cow Palace, which I think she was very satisfied. As a matter of fact, she was rather of an enigma to me because she let us do the go-after more than she did. She didn't really ... If she had really stayed up there and gone to things that were signed up for her, and this is what exasperated Lew Morg ... Lew, whatever his name was – it would have even been more exciting, more wonderful, but she just put her toe in the water and later on I think she regretted that she didn't do more. I don't know. Maybe she didn't. But when I saw her after the convention a couple of years .. I think it was a couple of years later, after she had been defeated, anyway, for her re-election to the senate, she seemed to be a bit apologetic that she hadn't done much, that she might have done it differently ... that she could have. I don't know. She had that fixation on being at every roll call, which these people certainly don't today. And really, if you are going to go into something like that it seems to me that you've got to go in and give it absolutely 110%. But I don't condemn her, I really don't. It was courage for her to do it even.

 

EM: What's the story of the accounts by the women of what they experienced during the campaign? Did you or Vi ask the women to write these, and why?

 

MI: Yeah, Vi asked .. told them all ... She had a list questions and told them to send them to Mary, to me. That's where I came in, and so some of them did, and some of them didn't. And some of them by the time they got around to doing it they didn't have my address and they sent some things that the museum had some too that came in. It was very, very loose, our organization, and I think that's why we ... If women get tied up awfully tight with regulations and this that and the other, sometimes they get to squabbling, and men too. But anyway, it was very loosely run.

 

EM: And you think that was helpful?

 

MI: Yes, I do. We didn't have any scandals or, you know, anything ... even just having ... I don't know I think we almost had 20 women, 10, no we couldn't have had that many. Anyway, a lot of these women were in the mansion, you know, and Vi had to kind of keep that in the end and all of these other things too. And so it was kind of on each of us to take the help. I can remember I was not on the placard committee, but I can remember making placards and, you know, I just helped wherever I was needed. Everybody ...

 

EM: What do you think is the significance of your experience for today's citizenry?

 

MI: I think it just shows what a few can accomplish. The power of a right idea, Eric, and sincerity, you've got to really really believe in some idea or ideal. And Margaret was just such a ... She was a neat lady, and quite an inspiration to every one of us. And so we really wanted to get her as far as we could. I always kept in touch, I wish I had, with Barbara Huff. I haven't kept in touch with Mrs. Angel and Ruth, who was a lot of fun, and then we had roommates. Sometimes there were three in the room in the mansion, and it's a shame that I didn't keep up with them. But by that time there were even the head ladies or the hard working ladies in a couple of the different states. We got out of Illinois. I mean, by the time we were out there we were all mixed up. I don't think. I don't know how many Illinois people went really. But some of those were Washington people who were living in the mansion with us.

 

EM: I noticed in the list of the Illinois women at the Nob Hill house, one of them was Vi's mother.

 

MI: Oh yes. That's grams and she was way up and she was in her 80s or 90s, but she's just a pistol. She was a tiny little thing, and as I told you she used to sing on the corner down in the loop in Chicago because she needed food, her family did. 

 

EM: Was she involved in the campaign?

 

Mi: No, No. She just came a long for the ride. And we went out on the train together. I had ... I was kind ... I was very close to Vi's whole family, and she was kind of under my super ...  You know, I was told to watch out for her along with everything else. 

 

EM: One of the things that Margaret Chase Smith said and when she announced she was going to run for president, was she gave a list of three things that were reasons why she should run and six things that were reasons why she shouldn't run. And she said that because of all the reasons against running, she decided to run.

 

MI: That's about the way ... That's exactly the kind of humor that the feel that I would like to have in the article. We weren't taking ourselves too seriously, I don't think, and fortunately my husband, he was great about it, you know, I mean he ... definitely. I remember asking him, "Should I go to San Francisco?" and, "Is this over?" and he said, "Of course you're going to go."

 

EM: But MCS was very aware of the odds against her, and you must have been too.

 

MI: I think she is, but I really don't think that we were. Yeah, and Vi was the kind of person that would talk about, "You watch what you say and watch what you're thinking," and all of that. "We got to keep focus on the goal," you know, and of course the goal was ... I don't know. The goal was kind of fuzzy. I don't think anybody really thought that we were going to win the presidency. But there was really ... Everybody got really uptight if somebody asked you if she would like to be the vice president to Rockefeller. 

 

EM: I guess you put the odds against her out of mind?

 

MI: That's right, and we weren't to talk negatively, and we were to cheer up each other and all that if we did. I mean, we didn't know from anything as to who was going to vote for her.

 

EM: What do you think about the way MCS's presidential campaign is remembered now?

 

MI: I remember it as, the timing was good, I think, I think it was a carry-on over from the suffrage business. I think the timing was good. The beautiful thing, Eric, was really the candidate was very well qualified. She had been in there for 23 years.  She knew the ins and outs and the bad side of it and the good side of it. She was just the ideal time, and it was the ideal ... it was right. And I still think it was right, and I think it gave some impetus to Ferraro and certainly to Hillary.

 

EM: But what do you think about the way others remember, or don't remember, MCS's campaign?

 

MI: Most of the people don't ... Really, the young people don't even know the name. That's a fact. 

 

EM: What do you think about that?

 

MI: Well, I personally have a guilty feeling. That's why this thing got started at this point in my life. Because I collected that stuff but didn't do it ... do with it, and I have all kinds of excuses, but you know how you feel about that. I'm not a person that doesn't get things done usually. I usually finish what I undertake, but I sure didn't. And yet it was on my mind. You see, that tape that was made somewhere along about half way since that, that was on my mind, and there were people that were qualified to take over and do it and I was ready to shed that and give them the suitcase, you know. But the thing that I feel, now that I've gotten going on it and something's going to be done, I feel like I've gotten a lot taken off my shoulders. That may be wrong, because a lot of people have been sending stuff into the museum. I think that it will add considerable to the museum, because some day I'm going to go there.

 

EM: You've never been there before?

 

MI: No, I've never been there. I don't get up that far. 

 

[END OF THREE INTERVIEWS]
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